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Hello everyone 
 

Well, who would have thought at the end of the February meeting that would 
be the last one we have for……….who knows? Even more disappointing was 
that we had to close the International Watercolour Exhibition Fremantle down 
after 5 days! However, we had a wonderful opening night and loads of people 
through the exhibition during the following days so I think in that respect, it was 
a great success—it looked amazing and the comments we received from 
visitors were so very encouraging. The fact that we had so many wonderful 
paintings from so many different countries and societies was very well 
received. It must have been so disappointing for those of you who had planned 
to come and see the exhibition but missed it—but as we said at the time, we 
had to be a part of the solution and not part of the problem which was a 
decision we stand by 100%. 
 

It was so very sad for those who were going to hold workshops and those who 
were booked in to attend them, the dinner that was cancelled and also the trip 
to Caversham Wildlife Park—but we have to thank everyone for their 
understanding and patience—and a huge thank you to our Treasurer, Marion 
Power, for spending days following the closure sending out, literally, hundreds 
of refunds. 
 

I must also mention and thank Joseph Zbukvic and his wife, Lisa Wang, who 
insisted on running all of his eight workshops—the last four held en plein air to 
safeguard the participants. His speech at the opening and his speech at the 
Plein Air Competition prize-giving were inspiring and supportive  and he gave 
free demonstrations both morning and afternoon on Sunday 15th March. His 
generosity, support and friendship will never be forgotten—thank you Joseph! 
 

To date, we have sold 13 paintings—3 since the exhibition closed—which I 
think is pretty good in the circumstances. The societies taking part have all said 
they would like us to hold onto their paintings until such time as postal services 
become more reliable. Thanks to our amazing Website manager, Debbie Ey, 
the catalogue went up on our website when the exhibition opened and it will 
remain there until such time as the situation changes, restrictions ease and the 
paintings can be returned to their various countries. What a great extended 
opportunity to buy one of these wonderful works of art!  
 

The IWEF raffle was drawn at my home on 9th April, with a 3-way video call 
between Penny, Jane Zandi and myself—so they could see and witness that 
the draw was done properly! The lucky winner was Ellisha Majid—what a 
wonderful prize and she chose painting no 140—”From the Heart” by talented 
New Zealand artist Jacky Pearson.  
 

One thing from the exhibition which was a surprising success was the 
catalogue although I have to say it is a perfect memento of the exhibition and 
beautifully printed and presented. A massive thank you to Debbie Ey, our 
website manager, who did all the artwork and layout for the catalogue and to 
Mike Tesser and Admiral Printing for his great support. We sold out of the 
spare copies in the first couple of days!  We could have 50 more printed but  
           Continued on next page….. 

I find hope in the 
darkest of days 
and focus in the 
brightest. I do 
not judge the  
universe. 
 

Dalai Lama 
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President’s report continued…………. 
because it is a smaller amount, they would be more expensive—$30 a copy. We would need to know that 
we can sell pretty much all of them before we have them printed so if you would be interested in purchasing 
further copies, could you please let me know by email payne.susan@gmail.com  Who knows—they may 
become a collectable in years to come!! 
  

To keep those brushes wet and as a form of art therapy(!!) Penny came up with the idea of running a 
“Creative Corona Challenge” online. The first week’s subject was “Kitchenalia” and produced 15 amazing 
paintings which are proudly displayed on our website. The list of subjects for each week is on our website 
and Penny has a batch of samples of the Baohong Masters Watercolour paper to be sent to the winners -
kindly donated by Luke Senior for workshops which were sadly cancelled. We want as many of our 
members as possible to win a prize and try the paper!  Each week we will be awarding several prizes for a 
variety of different reasons—the idea is to make it a fun challenge, keep those  brushes wet and keep the 
artistic juices stimulated! 
 

We are taking a great leap of faith and are going ahead with our plans for our Annual Awards Exhibition for 
the weekend of 9th, 10th and 11th October. This gives us 6 months to produce some stunning works for 
what may be one of the first art exhibitions to come out of the lock-down.  I don’t think there is anything 
wrong with being optimistic but if restrictions haven’t been lifted, then we have a couple of alternatives up 
our sleeves. Amit Kapoor was devastated when he had to cancel his trip to the IWEF but he has re-booked 
his stay to coincide with the AAE - he will be holding 3 days of workshops at the beginning of the week and 
we are thrilled that he has very kindly accepted our invitation to judge the exhibition.  
 

I don’t know about you guys but I nearly forgot it was Easter this last 
weekend! So, together with both the management committee and the IWEF 
committee, we hope you had a happy Easter and were able to communicate 
with family and friends one way or another.  
 

There is light at the end of the tunnel everyone, stay safe, stay healthy and 
happy painting! 
 

Sue  :) 
 

Annual Awards Exhibition 2020—general information 
 

Opening night: Thursday 8th October    *    Exhibition open: Friday 9th to Sunday 11th October 
 

There are 6 Award Categories: 
The General Category, Still Life, Plein Air, Innovative, the People’s Choice and the Special Category which 
this year is Subjects beginning with ‘W’. Plus the Overall Award for the best painting in the show. 
 

The painting rules for the exhibition are exactly the same as stated in the Constitution: 
 

“3.1   A painting is deemed to be a watercolour when water is the vehicle for mixing and applying colour 
pigments. 
3.2   Any water based medium may be used in the recognized watercolour techniques with the exception of 
water soluble acrylics, oils and pastels.” 
 

Watercolour canvasses, aquaboard etc which have been varnished are acceptable.  Pen and ink (as long as 
the ink is water-based), gouache and products marked “watercolour….” are acceptable.  However, 
watercolour should be the hero of your work……... 
 

Members are invited to enter up to 5 paintings each.  Only 1 full sheet painting per member which may not 
measure more than 1.2mtrs either way inc. frame. Other paintings up to a maximum 90cms either way, inc. 
frame. All entries must be for sale, members’ own work, recently completed, not previously exhibited in 
WA. Frames must be of professional standard—sub-standard frames may be rejected. All work must be 
framed. 
Please see guidelines below for each category. All categories will be eligible for the ”Overall Winner” award. 
Still Life Category—A still life is a work of art depicting inanimate subject matter, typically commonplace 
objects which may be either natural (food, flowers, plants, rocks, or shells etc) or man-made (drinking glasses, 
books, vases, jewellery, coins, pipes etc). The subject matter of a still life painting is anything that does not 
move or is dead.  
Innovative Category—An “Innovative Painting” is one which involves the innovative use of the watercolour 
medium which may be applied to any surface and providing it complies with the definition of a watercolour 
painting as given in the Constitution. Entries into this category are required to include a synopsis ie appox. 50 
words - why your painting is “innovative”. 
Special Category—”Subjects beginning with the Letter W” 
 

Plein Air Category—Paintings must have been completed 90% en plein air  

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/still_life
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Work_of_art
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/inanimate
http://www.tate.org.uk/collections/glossary/definition.jsp?entryId=435
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Thank you; Many thanks to all the members who so generously shared their pho-

tos from the exhibition:  Gillian Peebles, Dave Conlin,  John Bullock, Cass Gartner, 
Geraldine Box,  June Sullivan, Jane Zandi, Evelyn Young, Sue Payne 

Above: John Bullock’s fabulous photo of opening night,  from the upstairs gallery  
at the Moore’s Gallery showing the Welcome to Country Ceremony being given 
by Theresa Walley and her daughter Cheryl Martin. It also gives a good idea of 
how the exhibition looked.  

Left: The 
paintings  
produced  
great interest 
and  
excitement 
 
 

Right: What  
stunning and 
efficient bar 
staff. Cheers!   

Above:  Theresa Walley 
and her daughter, Cheryl 
Martin in ceremonial 
dress 

The International Watercolour Exhibition Fremantle  
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For those who sadly missed the exhibition: this is how it looked 

China—Beijing Poland 

Belgium 
 Nordic  

Watercolour 
Society 

Spain Vietnam 

The Iltja Ntjarra ( Many Hands) 
Art Centre, Alice Springs. 

India 
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Above.Invited guest artists. 
Clockwise from top left;  
Tony Smibert, 
Joseph Zbukvic, 
Amanda Hyatt, 
Herman Pekel Part of the WSWA  display 

Preparing for the opening 

Preparing for the opening 

Pics from the 

Opening Night 

Friday 13th 

March 2020 

June  
Sullivan 

Sue Hibbert and friends enjoying 
the show 

A young visitor  
studying the paintings 



6 

 Italy 

New Zealand The Watercolour Society 
of Victoria  

China -  
Shenzhen Watercolour 

Society 

View during hanging 

The old lime-washed, 
uneven, plastered walls 
of the historic Moores 
Building Gallery were 

quite a challenge  for  the 
hanging team  but they 
overcame all problems 

and presented a 
wonderful treat for the 

visitors. 

The red line on the floor  to 
keep visitors from touching the 
paintings, was both effective 
and attractive. Great idea from  
Bev Johnson. 

View during hanging 
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France 

The Philippines 

Singapore 

Every country stood alone and it was a fantastic sight  to see the spread of 
colour and diversity  proving once and for all that Watercolours can hold their 
own against any other medium.  Visitors were stunned and impressed.  

Part of the WSWA display.  There are just too many photos to show in this Newsletter 
but hopefully there will be room for more later.  

Indonesia 

FRAMES:   The paintings all looked fabulous in the simple plain 
wood frames. The Society still has frames available for sale.  
For more info contact the Treasurer, Marion Power at 
treasurerwswa@gmail.com 
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 IWEF 2020  Plein Air competition.  
On Saturday 14th March 2020, more than 60 keen Plein air Watercolourists took to the streets of 
Fremantle. From 8.30 am until 2pm the streets of Fremantle were awash with artists painting away 
on paper very kindly supplied by Fabriano. The paintings were then judged by Joseph Zbukvic and 
his wife, Lisa Wang.  The weather stayed fine until the evening, starting to drizzle as artists started 
to gather for the prize giving at the Solar Room at Little Creatures. Joseph and Councillor Andrew 
Sullivan gave out the prizes and it was so very good to also welcome the Mayor, Brad Pettitt  to the 
event. 
The winners were:  

The paintings were displayed on the first floor  
of the Moores Building  

Left: Dave Conlin 
and Andrew Conlin 

Left: Gillian Peebles 

came up from Shoalwater 

to take part in the Plein 

Air Competition. 

Right: The very talented 

Alicia Tan with her lovely 

winning painting 

Far right: Joseph Z and 

Sue Payne at the  

prize-giving 
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 Joseph Zbukvic - What a star!  
 

Joseph was a great drawcard with full workshops which he carried on giving even as the exhibition 

had to face the reality of early closure due to the Corvid 19 Pandemic arriving in Australia. Showing 

true professionalism on Thursday and Friday as the exhibition was being pulled down, he took his 

students outside for Plein Air workshops. 

Joseph spoke at the opening on Friday 13th March, Judged the Plein Air Competition and gave out 

the prizes on Saturday 14th March, demonstrated in the gallery on Sunday morning and afternoon 

on the 15th of March before holding 8 workshops during the week and was a tower of support to the 

Society even tasking the Mayor of Fremantle to find the Society a home!  

It was such a pleasure to have him and his lovely wife Lisa Wang with us and they helped make a 

historic event even more memorable. (Thanks to Lisa for allowing us to use some of her photos.) 
 

Thank you Joseph! 
 

Footnote: Joseph’s latest book from his epic exhibition in China last year, was released as a limited 

edition a couple of weeks ago—and the WSWA has managed to secure a copy!  When we get to 

the other side of this sad situation, it will be available in the library. 

Above: 4 stunning paintings from  Joseph’s 
workshops 
Below left and right: Joseph demonstrating in 
the Moores Building 
Far right: Speaking at the opening 
Below right: a busy workshop—thanks to 
Dave Conlin who did a great job setting up 
the video and sound equipment 

Above: Joseph standing by his 
painting in the exhibtion 
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NEXT MEETING 
Due to the Corona Virus Pandemic and Government restrictions on 

gatherings the meetings will be cancelled until further notice.  

Members are encouraged to KEEP THE BRUSHES WET by taking part in 
the Corona Creativity Challenge on the Website.  

 NAME EMAIL PHONE  

President Susan Payne payne.susan@gmail.com 9405 8564 0402 521 144 

Vice President Penny Maddison pmaddison@iinet.net.au 9293 0882 0419 523 634 

Secretary Annette Wallman secretarywswa@gmail.com - 0409 290 695 

Postal Address  27 University Avenue  
Churchlands 

WA 6108  0409 290 695 

Treasurer Marion Power treasurerwswa@gmail.com - 0439 963 991 

  6 Kentia Loop Wanneroo  WA 6065  

Newsletter Editor Penny Maddison pmaddison@iinet.net.au 9293 0882 0419 532 634 

Website Manager Debbie Ey eyballs9@gmail.com  0409 904 300 

Website  www.watercolourswa.org.au   

Bank details BSB: 066-192 A/C No:  10254673   

Contacts 

STOP PRESS!! The IWEF catalogue is on 

our website  www.watercolourswa.org.au  and will 
remain there for the foreseeable future. Most 
paintings are for sale—details of how to purchase 
are on the website 

 

Many thanks to Debbie Ey, our Website Manager, for setting it all up  

NEW MEMBERS 
Congratulations to our two new members voted in at the February 2020 meeting: 
 

Welcome to the Watercolour Society of WA 
 

Wendy Line and Steph Hayward 
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 THANK YOU !!    
The Watercolour Society of WA wishes to sincerely thank the following for 

their generosity as sponsors of this Society.  

914 Victoria Rd West Ryde N.S.W.  2114       Sandie Schroder 
Phone: 02 9807 6900             Art Material and Product  
Fax:     02 9809 6548             Specialist for WA 
Email: sales@artscene.com.au                   Office:     08 9293 3033 
Web: www.artscene.com.au               Mobile:    0410 456 532 

 

ART & CRAFT WORLD 
Unit 1, 12 BOAG ROAD 

(BOAG PLACE) 
MORLEY W.A. 6062 

camryn@iinet.net.au 
 

Ph: 08 9328 4833 
Fax: 08 9375 1217 

 

281 Guildford Road 
Maylands WA 6051 

Ph: 9271 0922 
studio281.com.au 

Shop 2/ 290 South Street,  
 Hilton WA 6163 
 Ph: 9314 1201 

adprint@iinet.net.au  
admiralprinting.com.au 

Event Florist 
Fuschia Floral Boutique 

fuschiafloralboutique.com 

mailto:adprint@iinet.net.au

